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efnceeueÙe keâer Deesj yeÌ{les ngS ceQ efouueer keâes ÚesÌ[ Ûegkeâe Lee~ cegPes yejsueer lekeâ jsueieeÌ[er mes peevee Lee, Deewj efheâj keâej mes jeveerKesle lekeâ pees
Deb«espe mesvee keâer heJe&leerÙe #es$e Leer Deewj pees yehe&â mes {kesâ ceerue lekeâ hewâues efnceeueÙe kesâ meeceves Skeâ hegâš TBÛeer heJe&leßesCeer hej
efmLele nw~ jsueieeÌ[er Oeerceer ieefle mes Ûeue jner Leer, Deewj jemles cesb heÌ[ves Jeeues meYeer mšsMeveeW hej ®keâ jner Leer~ ØelÙeskeâ mšsMeve hej ceQ Deheves ef[yyes
(keâcheeš&ceWš) kesâ ojJeepes keâes Keesue oslee Lee Deewj häuesšheâece& hej Ietcelee Lee~

huesšheâece& ueesieeW mes "mee"me Yejs nesles Les efpeveceW efmeKe, cegmeueceeve, efnvot, mewefvekeâ, JÙeeheejer, hegpeejer, kegâueer, efYeKeejer, hesâjerJeeues nesles Les~
ØeeÙe: ØelÙeskeâ JÙeefkeäle vebies hewj neslee Lee leLee {erues mehesâo keâheÌ[s henves neslee Lee~ ceQ keâce-mes-keâce leerve JÙeefkeäleÙeeW mes hetÚlee leye cegPes Skeâ Ssmee
JÙeefkeäle efceuelee pees Deb«espeer yeesue mekeâlee Lee~ nce mebmeej kesâ ceeceueeW Deewj Gme ØelÙeskeâ cenlJehetCe& efJe<eÙe hej yeele keâjles pees Gme efove kesâ
meceeÛeejeW ceW neslee Lee~ Fme Øekeâej ceQ pevelee kesâ efJeÛeejeW keâer mejkeâejer Âef<škeâesCe Deewj oer ieF& metÛeveeDeeW mes leguevee keâjkesâ je<š^ keâer YeeJeveeDeeW
keâes peeveves keâe ØeÙelve keâjlee Lee~

Ùen ceeie& Yeejle kesâ meJee&efOekeâ efJekeâefmele ke=âef<e #es$eeW ceW mes Skeâ Lee~ Ùen Thejer iebiee veoer keâe cewoeve Lee, pees mecegõ leue mes Skeâ npeej hegâš
TBÛee nesves hej Yeer keâeheâer iejce Lee~ iebiee keâe jbie cešcewuee Lee, Jen yeeÌ{ kesâ heeveer mes Gheâve jner Leer Deewj Fmekesâ yeeÌ{ kesâ heeveer ceW npeejeW SkeâÌ[
ÛeeJeue kesâ Kesle [tyes ngS Les~ Gòejer efoMee ceW pebieueeW keâe efJemleej Lee- DeefJeefÛÚvve ™he mes uebyeer-uebyeer Ieeme hewâueer Leer efpemekeâer TBÛeeF& Deeoceer
kesâ efmej mes Yeer DeefOekeâ Leer, efpemekesâ yeerÛe-yeerÛe ceW yeÌ[s-yeÌ[s hesÌ[eW kesâ Pegjcegš Les– pees yeeIeeW, neefLeÙeeW, DepeiejeW Je veeieeW kesâ MejCeemLeueer Les~
yeekeâer mLeueeW hej meheeš cewoeve ner Les pees otj #eweflepe lekeâ efJemle=le efoKeeF& heÌ[les Les uesefkeâve yeerÛe-yeerÛe ceW ÙeneB-JeneB yejieoeW kesâ hesÌ[, heekeâÌ[
hesÌ[eW keâer hebefkeäleÙeeB Suce hesÌ[eW keâer lejn efoKeeF& osleer Leer efpevekesâ leves IegceeJeoej ceesšeF& efueS ngS Les~ oef#eCe-heefMÛece keâer Deesj mes iece& Deewj lej
nJee yen jner Leer~ mšsMeveeW hej Keeves keâer Keespe ceW yeboj hesÌ[eW mes GÚuekeâj Dee peeles Les- GveceW mes kegâÚ yevoefjÙeeB Yeer nesleer Leer, efpevekesâ hesš mes
yeÛÛes efÛehekesâ nesles Les~ efpeve ieeBJeeW mes neskeâj nce iegpejs Les Gvekeâer oerJeejW ieesyej Deewj keâÛÛeer efceóer mes yeveer ngF& Leerb~ Gvekeâer veeskeâoej ÚleeW hej
Úhhej Les- {uegJeeB yeefuueÙeeW hej hewâues ngS yeeBme efpeve hej Ieeme kesâ yeb[ue yeBOes Les~ ÚhhejeW hej hewâueer ngF& keâodot keâer yesueeW hej Gme efove hetâue
efKeues ngS Les Deewj Jes cešcewueer ceesšer oerJeejeW hej ueškeâer ngF& heerues jbie keâer šsÌ{er-cesÌ{er jsKeeSB pewmeer ueie jner Leer~

ueesieebs mes yeele keâjves keâe cesje Ùen efmeueefmeuee Skeâ mšsMeve hej štš ieÙee~ pewmes ner ceQ ef[yyes mes veerÛes Gleje, yeÛÛeeW keâer Skeâ šesueer cesjs ÛeejeW
Deesj Skeâef$ele nes ieF&~ Jes šeskeâefjÙeeB yesÛe jns Les– neLe mes yegveer, mejkeâ[s keâer šeskeâefjÙeeB efpeve hej meeoer ef[peeFveW yeveer ngF& Leerb~ Jes šeskeâefjÙeeW keâes
TBÛee G"eS ngS Les Deewj peesj mes Ssmes Meyo yeesue jns Les efpevnW cewb venerb mecePe hee jne Lee, efkebâleg Gvekesâ Meyo Gvekeâer FÛÚe mhe<š ™he mes Øekeâš
keâj jns Les~

Ùes MejCeeLeea yeÛÛes Les~ peye Yeejle Deewj heeefkeâmleeve kesâ efJeYeepeve keâe efveCe&Ùe ngDee lees ueeKeeW ueesieeW ves Deheves cetue mLeeveeW keâes ÚesÌ[ efoÙee~
veyyes ueeKe ueesie Oeeefce&keâ Gbceeo kesâ [j mes heeefkeâmleeve mes Yeeiekeâj Yeejle Dee ieS~ Jes jJeevee nesles meceÙe hetjer lejn mes efveOe&ve Les; peye GvneWves
Deheveer uebyeer keâef"ve Ùee$ee DeejcYe keâer lees Jes Deewj Yeer iejerye nes ieS keäÙeeWefkeâ pees kegâÚ Jes uee mekeâles Les Jen kesâJeue LeesÌ[e-mee Yeespeve Deewj kegâÚ
meeceeve Lee~ MeerIeÇ ner Gvekeâer Yeespeve meece«eer Yeer meceehle nes ieF&~ Ùee$ee DeejcYe keâjves kesâ kegâÚ efove heMÛeeled ner YegKecejer kesâ keâejCe Jes ueesie
meÌ[keâeW kesâ efkeâveejs ner efiejkeâj cejves ueies~

šeskeâefjÙeeB yesÛeves Jeeues yeÛÛes FvneR MejCeeefLe&ÙeeW kesâ heg$e-hegef$eÙeeB Les~ Jes Ùee Gvekesâ ceelee-efhelee Ùee efjMlesoej veiejeW ceW Skeâ nes ieS Les, Úesšer
Kegueer ogkeâeveW ueieekeâj Deewj meeOeejCe JemlegDeebs keâes yeveekeâj Gve yeepeejeW ceW, peneB henues mes ner DelÙeefOekeâ YeerÌ[ Leer, peerefJekeâe keâceeves keâe ØeÙelve
keâj jns Les~ Jes keâheÌ[s leLee Ieeme mes yeveer PeesheefÌ[ÙeeW, efpevekeâer ieefueÙeeW ceWb keâleejW ueieer ngF& Leerb, ceW jnles Les~ Ùes MejCeeLeea, pees Úesšs efkeâmeeve Les,
peerJeveYej LeesÌ[s ceW peerJeve-efveJee&n keâjves kesâ DeYÙemle Les keäÙeeWefkeâ Gvekeâer Jeeef<e&keâ Deewmele Deeceoveer Je<e& ceW meew [e@uej mes DeefOekeâ veneR nesleer Leer~
meeOeejCe DekegâMeue cepeotj Øeefleefove leerve mesvš Ùee mehleen ceW oes [e@uej mes keâce keâceelee nw~ efove ceW Skeâ yeej Yeespeve efceuelee nw-Skeâ hÙeepe,
Skeâ jesšer, otOe kesâ meeLe Skeâ keâšesjer oeue, MeeÙeo LeesÌ[e-mee yekeâjer kesâ otOe keâe heveerj~ ve ÛeeÙe, ve keâe@heâer, ve efÛekeâveeF& (Ieer Deeefo), ve
efce"eF&, ve ieesMle~ Skeâ Je<e& ceW meew [e@uej mes mehleen ceW oes [e@uej Yeer veneR neles, efheâj Yeer Flevee LeesÌ[e-mee Oeve Gve ueesieeW keâes šeskeâefjÙeeB yesÛekeâj
veneR keâceeÙee pee mekeâlee Lee pees mJeÙeb Fleves iejerye nw efkeâ šeskeâefjÙeeB veneR Kejero mekeâles~ efve:mevosn Ùener keâejCe nw efkeâ Ùes Úesšs yeÛÛes cesjs Thej
efšefñÙeeW keâer YeeBefle štš heÌ[s~ Gvekeâer ve]pej ceW Skeâ Decesefjkeâer nesves kesâ keâejCe efve:mevosn ceW meJee&efOekeâ DeeMeepevekeâ Kejeroej Lee~

ceQves kegâÚ Deeves ceW Skeâ Úesšer-meer šeskeâjer Kejeroer, LeesÌ[s mes DeefOekeâ hewmeeW ceW heâueeW keâer Skeâ otmejer šeskeâjer, Skeâ ™heS ceW jodoer keâeiepe
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EXERCISE

Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:

1. The platforms were ...................... who spoke English.
Reference to the context:

Explanation:

2. We would talk........................................attitudes and reports.
Reference to the context:

Explanation:

3. Monkeys– some of ......................................... yellow over drab walls.
Reference to the context:

Explanation:

These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. The author was travelling from Delhi to Bareilly by train. At every
station he got down and talked to the people.

In this passage, the author is describing his encounter at the platform of railway station.
He observes a great variance there. He says that the platform was full of people who belonged to
different religions like Sikh, Muslims, Hindus and different sections of society like soldiers, merchants,
priets, porters, beggers and hawkers. Most of them were barefoot and dressed up in loose white clothes.
To have a conversation, author had to ask at least three people before he could find one who could speak
English.

These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas.After getting off the train the author was trying to find out someone who
could speak English and he could talk to that person (or people) about the events in the world.

After asking atleast three people, the author found one. Then in their conversation, they
talked about the major events which were occuring in the world. They talked about the important
subjects and about the news of the day today. He was trying to know the people's opinion and their view
on the current scenario of the world and their feeling or reaction about the recent situations of the nation.
Thus he was trying to know the feedback of people and their opinion against the official attitudes and
reports in the nation.

These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In there lives, author is describing one of his sights he saw from the train
compartment.

The author saw many monkeys some were mothers with their babies. Babies had clung to
their mothers and mothers were riding underneath, swinging off trees at the station in search of the food.
The train also passed though the villages. The walls in the houses of there villages were made of mud
mixed with water and cow dung. Roofs were thatched made up of grass and bamboo poles which were

[eueves keâer Skeâ megvoj šeskeâjer, Skeâ ™heS ceW efmeueeF& kesâ meeceeve keâer šeskeâjer, Skeâ Ùee oes Deevee ØelÙeskeâ ceW kegâÚ hebKes~ cesjs neLe Yej ieS Les
Deewj ceQves heÛeeme mesvš Yeer KeÛe& veeR efkeâS Les~ yeÛÛes Deheves ceeue keâer peesj mes DeeJeepe ueieeles ngS Ietce jns Les~ ceQ ÛeejeW Deesj mes efIeje, Deeies yeÌ{ves
ceW DemeceLe& Skeâ kewâoer yeve ieÙee Lee~ meJee&efOekeâ heefjßeceer, Ûegmle efJe›esâlee veew meeue keâer Skeâ megvoj ueÌ[keâer Leer pees cesjs meeceves KeÌ[er Leer~ Gmekesâ
heeme cet" Jeeueer Skeâ megvoj šeskeâjer Leer Deewj Gmekesâ efueS Jen [sÌ{ ®heÙee Ùee ueieYeie leerme mesvš Ûeenleer Leer~ Jen yengle peesj oskeâj Deheves yeele
keânves jner Leer~ Gmekeâer DeeBKeeW ceW DeeBmet Les~ Jen yengle Dee«en keâj jner Leer Deewj Gmekesâ mJej ceW Ssmes keâ®Cee Leer pees efkeâmeer Yeer ÜoÙe keâes
PekeâPeesj os~

cesjs neLe Yejs ngS Les~ Skeâ Deewj šeskeâjer kesâ efueS, DeeJeMÙekeâlee keâer lees yeele ner keäÙee, cesjs heeme peien veneR Leer~ Deheves yeeSB neLe hej
šeskeâefjÙeeW Deewj hebKeeW keâes meBYeeuekeâj, ceQves Deheves meerOes neLe Jeeueer keâesš keâer pesye ceW neLe [euekeâj LeesÌ[er-meer jspeieejer efvekeâeueer-MeeÙeo kegâue
efceueekeâj hevõn mesvš Les- pees ceQves Gme šeskeâjer ceW jKe oer efpemes Jen ueÌ[keâer cesjs meeceves keâelej {bie mes hekeâÌ[s ngS Leer~ ceQves Ùen mecePeeves keâe
ØeÙelve efkeâÙee efkeâ ceQ šeskeâjer veneR Kejero mekeâlee ntB, hejvleg Gmekesâ yeoues Oeve keâe Ghenej os jne nBt~ ceQves legjvle DevegYeJe efkeâÙee efkeâ ceQves keâesF&
DehejeOe keâj efoÙee nw~ Fme veew Je<e& keâer yeÛÛeer ves, pees heâšs keâheÌ[s henves Leer Deewj YegKecejer kesâ keâieej hej Leer, Deheveer "esÌ{er Thej G"eF&, šeskeâjer
ceW neLe [euee Deewj Skeâ mJeeefYeceeveer m$eer pewmes mecceeve Deewj ieewjJe kesâ meeLe Oeve cegPes ueewše efoÙee~ kesâJeue Skeâ ner keâece Lee pees ceQ keâj mekeâlee
Lee~ ceQves šeskeâjer Kejero ueer~ Gmeves Deheveer DeeBKeW heeWÚer, cegmkeâjeF& Deewj huesšheâece& mes lespeer mes Yeeiekeâj efkeâmeer Ieeme keâer PeesheÌ[er keâer Deesj yeÌ{er
peneB Gme jele kesâ efueS Gmekesâ heeme keâce-mes-keâce leerve mesvš nes ieS neWies~

ceQves Ùen keâneveer ØeOeeveceb$eer heb0 peJeenjueeue vesn™ keâes megveeF&~ cewves GvnW yeleeÙee efkeâ Ùen Yeer Skeâ keâejCe nw efpemekeâer Jepen mes ceQ Yeejle
mes mvesn keâjves ueiee ntB~

pees ueesie ceQves Yeejle ceW osKes– ieeBJe ceW leLee TBÛes heoeW hej Deemeerve Yeer– GveceW mJeeefYeceeve leLee DeÛÚs JÙeJenej Deewj megÙeesiÙe veeieefjkeâlee
keâer YeeJevee Yejhetj nw~ GveceW mJeleb$elee kesâ efueS leer›e ueeuemee Yeer nw~ Fme megvoj yeÛÛeer ves- pees ievoieer Deewj iejeryeer ceW heueer Leer, efpemes Yee<ee
Deewj JÙeJenej keâer efkeâmeer mketâue ceW keâesF& efMe#ee veneR efceueer Leer-cegPes Yeejle keâer ienve YeeJevee-ØeOeeve Deelcee keâer Skeâ Peuekeâ efoKee oer Leer~
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stretched across the rafters. There were creepers of pumping on the thatches too. The ripe pumpkins had
left trails (marks) of yellow colour over dull brown walls.

There lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. When at one station, author was getting off on the platform he was
surrounded by a group of young children.

In this passage as soon as he got down at a station, his routine of talking to the people was
disturbed by some young children. They all gathered around him. They were selling handwoven, seed
baskets with simple designs and patterns. They all were holding baskets high and shouting words to sell
their baskets. The author did not understand their language but he surely understood any felt their
desires.

These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In this passage the author is telling about the miseries of refugee children
and their parents. It is about the time when partition of India and Pakistan was announced.

After India Pakistan partition thousands of people were homeless. Due to the fear of
extremism, many people left Pakistan and came to India. Here, they had to made an arduous journey.
They were very poor. They were just able to carry some food and a few belongings. The food did not last
long. After few days, they had weakness and they starved. They started falling down due to it and died
there too.

There lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In these lines, the author is describing the plights of refugees. He is
telling about their struggles to survive in the cities.

The author says that the children who were selling baskets on the platform were the sons
and daughters of the refugees. There children's parents or relatives had gathered in cities to earn their
living. They had started small stalls. Some of them were manufacturing ordinary things like baskets and
fans. They are struggling hard to earn a living through all there as the market was already full with such
articles as well as people.

There lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In there lives, the authors is talking about the most hardworking and
aggressive seller who was requesting him to buy the basket earnestly.

Among the refugee children, there was a girl who was the most hardworking and
aggressive seller. She was beautiful and just nine years old. She was earnestly requesting the author to
purchase her lovely basket which had a handle in it. She wanted to sell it for thirty cents. Since the author
had already purchased many articles, he was unable to buy more. Therefore the girl had tears in her eyes
and she was pleading in a way that would squeeze anyone's heart.

These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In these lines, a child pleads to the author to buy his basket too but he has
already purchased many articles. So he offers her some money but she refuses. It shows here pride and
integrity at such a tender age.

In this passage, the author says that he purchased so much articles that his both arms were
unable to hold them. Forget his need but he had no place to hold another basket offered by the small
beautiful girl. Somehow balancing the articles, he took out fifteen cents and put it to the basket that she
had hold high pleading before him. He tried to explain her that he was quite unable to purchase her
basket and therefore offering their money to compensate it. The girl, who was just nine years old, who
was poor and struggling in her life to survive refused this charity. At this the author realised that he had
offended the little girl who wanted money through her hardwork and not though charity. Therefore she
returned his money.

These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In these lines, the author is telling about the people he saw in India to
Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.

4. At one station my ...................................... unmistakably their desire.

Reference to the context:

Explanation:

5. They were poor ........................................... died where they fell.

Reference to the context:

Explanation:

6. The children selling ............................... already overcrowded.

Reference to the context:

Explanation:

7. The most diligent ......................... would wring any heart.

Reference to the context:

Explanation:

8. My arms were ....................................... money back to me.

Reference to the context:

Explanation:

9. I told this ..................................... and citizenship.

Reference to the context:
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Explanation:

10. They also have .................................... soul of India.
Reference to the context:

Explanation:

Read the following passages and answer the questions below them:
1. The platforms were ..................... attitudes and reports.

:
(i) How were the people on the platforms dressed?

Ans.
(ii) How many persons the author found who spoke English?

Ans.

(iii) Why was the author in search of a person who knew English?
Ans.

(iv) What was the subject of conversation between the author and English knowing person?
Ans.

(v) What was the intention of the authors talking to the people?
Ans.

(vi) Who were the people crowding the platforms?
Ans.

2. There were refugee ............................................... where they fell.
:

(i) Who were these refugees? When did they come to India?
Ans.

(ii) How many refugees came to India?
Ans.
(iii) Why did many refugees die on the way?

Ans.

(iv) Which refugee children are being referred to in the first sentence?
Ans.

(v) Why did so many people come to India from Pakistan?
OR

Why did the refugees leave Pakistan?
Ans.

Author here says that he had told this story of little girl to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He
told him that the people like the nine years old small girl made him fall in love with India. Such people
represented the beauty of a nation. The people he saw and met, whether they were from the villages or
from high statues had pride, integrity and emotion of citizenship.

These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In these lines, writer says that the small girl who herself was struggling
for her survival gave him the best glimpse of India.

In this passage, the author says that people in India had great adoration for independence.
All the people he met were dignified and full of self respect.
The author was most impressed and inspired by beautiful child, who was just nine years old. She
represented a brave and dignified citizen Though she was born in poverty, she did not beg. She was
illiterate but knew the meaning and importance of hardwork. She was not trained in good and cultured
behaviour but she was well aware that nothing is above than, one's self respect. This girl had shown him
the true and real India of pure soul.

The people on the platforms were dressed in loose white garments.

At every stop, the author would ask atleast three people on the platform before he could find one
who spoke English.

This is because in this way he was trying to get a feel of the pulse of the nation, checking opinion
against official attitudes and reports.

World affairs and every major topic the news of the day produced were the subjects of conversation
between them.

The intention of the author talking to the people was to get to know the views and opinions about the
situations and issues of the nation. Thus he wanted to get a feel of the pulse of the nation.

The people like Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs; soldiers, merchants, priests, porters, beggers and hawkers
were crowding the platform.

These refugees were the people who left station and decided to settle in India. They came in 1947
when the partition of India and Pakistan was ordered.

Nine million people as refugees come to India.

The refugees were poor people. They could carry a bit of food and a few belongings when they left
Pakistan.As soon as they were out of food, they became weaker day by day due to hunger and die on
the way.

The children who gathered award the author selling baskets are being referred as refugee children in
the first sentence.

Many people came to India from Pakistan, after the partition between India and Pakistan, by the fear
of religious fanaticism.

Comprehension

Questions with their answer

Questions with their answer
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They could carry only a little food and a few belongings. Soon they were out of food. Most part of the
items brought by them was spent. so they were poorer as they began their long trek.

Due to the lack of food, many of them became weak. Starvation and weakness made them lifeless.
They died where they fall. so all of them could not reach India well.

When partition between India and Pakistan was decreed, hundreds of thousands of people pulled up
their roots and changed their residences.

During the time of partition, the condition of country was very sensitive. People left Pakistan by the
fear of religious fanaticism. Due to such circumstances, they were unable to gather all their
belongings and carry them. So whatever they could carry, they took with them.

The children selling baskets were sons and daughters of the refugees who left Pakistan during India-
Pakistan partition.

They made their sheds along the streets in the cities. They manufactured simple articles like baskets
and fans to earn their livelihood.

According to the author, the parents among the refugees earn about one hundred dollars a year.

There people had only one meal a day. Their normal meal was an onion, a piece of bread, a bowl of
pulse with milk, perhaps a bit of goat cheese.

The little children descended on the author like locusts because he seemed to them the most
promising market.

Earning one's bread.

America was considered among the richest nation and the children might be aware of it. Therefore,
they considered the author, anAmerican, a promising customers.

The author narrated the story of the little refugee girl to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru that how the girl
who was just nine years old returned gratuity to the author. This firmly shown that she believes in
hardwork and not in begging or charity.

The reason that made the author fall in love with India was a lively sense of decency and citizenship
of people.

Passion for independence means to be independent individually and depend only on one's work and
diligence.

TheAuthor discovered the virtues of pride and lively sense of decency in the Indian people.

A refugee, nine years old girl who was poor and on the edge of starvation refused charity. This
clearly depicts that the people in the country held self respect in high esteem.

(vi) How were they poorer as they began their long trek?
Ans.

(vii) Could all of them reach India well? If not, why?
Ans.

(viii) When did people pull up their roots and change their residences?
Ans.

(ix) Why did people carry very little when they left for a long journey?
Ans.

3. The children selling ..................................... market they bad seen.
:

(i) Who were the children selling baskets?
Ans.

(ii) Where did the children of the refugees, their parents and relatives make their sheds? What did
they do for their livelihood?

Ans.

(iii) How much did the parents among the refugees earn every year according to the author?
Ans.
(iv) What was the normal meal of these people?

Ans.

(v) Why did the little children descend on the authors like locusts.
Ans.

(vi) Complete the followingstatementby choosing the correctalternative.Tomakea livingmeans:
(a) making a house to live in (b) earning one's bread.

Ans. (b)
(vii) Why did the refugee children consider the author, anAmerican, a promising customer?
Ans.

4. This child of nine ............................................ soul of India.
:

(i) Which story did the authors narrate to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru?
Ans.

(ii) What was the reason that made the author the author full in love with India?
Ans.

(iii) What do you understand by passion for independence?
Ans.

(iv) What virtues did the author discover in the Indian people?
OR

What type of people did the author happen to seen in India?
Ans.

(v) How do you know that the people in the country hold self–respect in high esteem?
Ans.

Questions with their answer

Questions with their answer
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The child was diligent and an aggressive vendor. She was dressed in rags and lived in squalor. She
was poor, illiterate and knew no manners.Also, she was full of self respect and pride.

The author was very much impressed by the pride, a lively sense of decency in the people and by the
warm soul of India. He had high esteem for India.

William C. Douglas is the author of this passage.

People in Indiawerestruggling tosurviveat the timeofPartition.Theywerestarvinganddyingbut still
some people did not leave their self respect and dignity. They were still hopeful for their lives. Instead
ofall thesufferings, theywerestill fullofprideandstillhaddecencyandaproudcitizenof India.

(a) The girl was full of self respect and pride.
(b) She was honest and her dignity was very important to his.
(c) Thoughshewaspoorandontheedgeofstarvation, shestillbelieved inhardworkandnot incharity.

The author had already bought many baskets and his arms were full with them. So he was not
interested in buying the basket from the girl in the beginning.

The girl wanted to earn had money through selling the basket, She believed in hard work and
diligence. She did not want charity.

At this tender age, she was honest, hardworking and full of self respect so These qualities impressed
the author.

The authors helped the girl without hurting her feelings by purchasing the basket from her.

Yes the girl become happy when the author bought her basket. As soon as he bought the basket, she
wiped her teary eyes, smiled and went towards her hut.

The author was going to Ranikhet. He started from Delhi. He traveled Delhi to Bareilly by train and then
by car to Ranikhet.

The train was slow and stopped at every station. At every stop, the author alighted on the platform. He
also enjoyed the sights on the way though the train. He saw richest agricultural areas, a number of
forests, etc.

To know more about people and their opinions about the current conditions of that time, the author
walked the platform and talked to the people about world affairs and the events of those days. Thus he
got a feel of the pulse of the nation.

On his way, the author saw the agricultural areas, the jungles, and flat land running to the horizon. He also
saw monkeys.Someof themweremothers.Hesaw villageswhichhadhutsmadeof thatchandmud.

At one of the stations, the author alighted, a group of young children gathered around him. They were
refugee children and they wanted to sell their articles to the author.

The author bought one tiny basket, a fruit basket, a beautiful wastepaper basket, a lovely sewing basket
and few fans. These things made his arms full.

(vi) How has the child been described in the passage?
Ans.

(vii) What is the impression of the authors about India?
Ans.

(viii) Who is the author of this passage?
Ans.
(ix) Why did he feel that Indian people had both pride and lively sense of decency and citizenship?

Ans.

(x) Write a couple of sentences about the 'beautiful child' mentioned in the passage
Ans.

5. My aims were ............................................................ that night.
:

(i) Why was the author not interested in buying the basket from the girl in the beginning?
Ans.

(ii) Why did the girl return the author's money that he had given her as gratuity?
Ans.

(iii) Why was the author impressed with the girl?
Ans.

(iv) How did the author help the girl without hurting her feelings?
Ans.

(v) Did thegirlbecomehappy when theauthorbought herbasket? Describeaccording to passage.
Ans.

Answer the following in not more than 30 words each:
1. Where was the authors going? From where did he start? How did he travel?

Ans.

2. Give a brief description of the train author was travelling by.
Ans.

3. What did the author do to get a feel of the pulse of the nation?
Ans.

4. Describe the things and scenes the author saw on his way from New Delhi to Ranikhet?
Ans.

5. What disturbed the continuity of the author's conversation at one of the stations?
Ans.

6. What things did the author, William C. Douglas, buy from the refugee children so much so that his
arms were full?

Ans.

.

ShortAnswerType Questions

Questions with their answer
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The author wanted to help the girl but could not buy more articles so he offered gratuity as substitute
which she did not like. Thus the only option he left with to buy her basket.

As the author put the money in her basket, the girl raised her chin, took out the money from the basket
and returned it to him with pride and graciousness. At this movement the author felt the he had offended
her.

He found that the Indians are honest, diligent and decent. They have passion for their independence and
citizenship.

William C. Douglas carried a very high opinion about the Indians and their virtues with him. He was
impressed by the warm soul of India and like them in high esteem.

Due to the partition between Pakistan and India and by the fear of religious fanaticism, millions of
people left Pakistan.

William C. douglas started his journey from Delhi to reach Ranikhet. He went from Delhi to Bareilly by
train and then by car to Ranikhet. The train was moving slowly and stopped at every station.

On every platform, the author got down. He found the platforms crowded with all kind of people from
different sections of society and religions.All were barefoot and dressed in loose white garments. There
were also monkeys, some of them were mothers with babies. They were jumping off trees looking for
food.

The route of the train laid through one of the richest agricultural areas. This was the upper Ganga river
plain. There were great expanses of grass higher than a man's head. At some places, there were rows of
banyan and the packers trees. He saw rice fields flooded with water.

He passed by the villages which had muddy house with thatched roof. The pumpkin vines were growing
over them and trailing down the drab walls.

All these scenes and sights were seen by the author and he was very delighted to see the nature's beauty.

At one station, as soon as the author alighted from the train, some children gathered around him. They
were selling baskets of different types like hard-woven, seed baskets with simple designs and patterns.
They hold the basket high, shouting words that the author did not understand but it conveyed their desire.
They were refugee children and helping their family in survival.

The author bought the articles from them like few baskets and fans. His both arms were full. There was a
beautiful, diligent but an aggressive vendor girl who also requested the author to buy her basket. The
author arm was already full, so he refused. She pleaded and begged him that wring his heart. He offered
her gratuity but she refused with pride and graciousness. So he bought her basket. The authors was
impressed by her virtues and diligence.

The girl was among the refugee children who helped their families to survive during the partition. When
the author alighted on the platform, the refugee children surrounded him to sell their articles. To help
them the author bought few baskets and fans which had made his both arms full. Among the kids, there
was a beautiful nine years old girl. She was a diligent and aggressive vendor. She also wanted to sell her
but he was unable to buy it when she pleaded and begged to him, it melted his heart. So he extended the
gratuity as a substitute which she returned him. This impressed the author. He was amazed that how a
little girl who herself was struggling in her life to get one day meal, had not left her virtues. She
represented the people who did not give up in hard times and remained dignified. Thus she gave him the
glimpse of the warm soul of India.

7. What forced the author to buy the little girl's basket?

Ans.

8. What made the author realize that he had given offence by extending the gratuity to the girl as
asubstitute for not buying the basket?

Ans.

9. What does the authorWilliam C. Douglas say in praise of the people of India?

Ans.

10. What picture did William C. Douglas carry back in the mind of our country and the people as a
whole?

Ans.

11. Why did millions of people leave Pakistan for India?

Ans.

Answer the following questions in hot more then 150 words each:

1. Describe the scenes and sights that William C. Douglas saw during his journey from Delhi to
Ranikhet?

Ans.

2. Describe how the girl with the basket impressed the authorWilliam C. Douglas.

Ans.

3. How had the girl with a basket given the author a glimpse of the warm soul of India?

Ans.

LongAnswerType Questions
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Multiple Choice Questions

Language Skills

Choose the most suitable option :
1. The author of 'AGirl with a Basket' is:

(c) William C. Douglas
2. William C. Douglas had left for the Himalayas.

(a) New Delhi
3. Nine million people left Pakistan and came to India driven by the fear of fanaticism.

(c) Religious

(a) selling

(c) locusts

(b) diligent

(b) passion

(c) tiny

(b) filled

(b) unskilled

1. Search the words as it is used in the chapter, with one of the meanings below:
(i) mountain range (ii) overwhelming (iii) ordered (iv) extremism (v) habituated (vi) dirt

2. Give the synonyms of the following words:
(i) rafter (ii) clump (iii) vines (iv) trek (v) decency (vi) squalor (vii) offence (viii) passion (ix) warm
soul

3. Here are given some words. Find their antonym from the chapter:
(i) arid (ii) enclosure (iii) bright (iv) moderation (v) lazy (vi) friendly (vii) indifference (viii)
cleanliness (ix) empty

4. Here are some pairs of words which are pronounced similarly but have different spellings and
meanings. Use each of them in your own sentences to bring out their meaning clearly:
(i) feet, feat (ii) wine, vine (iii) fell, fail (iv) plain, plane (v) root, Rout (vi) week, weak

(a) MathewArnold (b) James Joyce (d) William P. Douglas

(b) Mumbai (c) Bareilly (d) London

(a) Social (b) Economic (d) Political

(b) buying (c) seeing (d) colouring

(a) clouds (b) birds (d) flies

(a) lazy (c) intelligent (d) carefree

(a) hope (c) hatred (d) gratitude

(a) small (b) great (d) big

(a) tied (c) empty (d) vacant

(a) trained (c) aggressive (d) eligent

(i) mountain range – ridge
(ii) overwhelming – inundating

(iii) ordered – decreed
(iv) extremism – fanaticism
(v) habituated – accustomed

(vi) dirt – squalor

(i) rafter – beam (ii) clump – cluster
(iii) vines – creepers (iv) trek – journey
(v) decency – propriety (vi) squalor – dirt

(vii) offence – breach (viii) passion – devotedness
(ix) warm soul – good hearted

(i) arid – inundate
(ii) enclosure – expanse

(iii) bright – drab
(iv) moderation – Passion
(v) lazy – diligent

(vi) friendly – aggressive
(vii) indifference – worm soul

(viii) cleanliness – squalor
(ix) empty – full

William C. Douglas.

New Delhi

Religious

4. The children selling baskets were sons and daughters of these refugees.

5. That no doubt in the reason these little children descended on me like .

6. The most aggressive vendor was a beautiful girl of nine right in front of me.

7. The people of India have a for independence.

8. I bought one basket for a few annas.

9. My arms were and I had not spent fifty cents.

10. The average labourer makes thirsty cents a day or less than two dollars a week.

Locusts

diligent

passion

tiny

filled

unskilled
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(i) feet, feat
feet

feat
(ii) wine, vine

wine
vine

(iii) fell, fail
fell

fail
(iv) plain, plane

plain
plane

(v) root, rout
root

rout
(vi) week, weak

week
weak

5. Use the following idiomatic phrases in your own sentences:
(i) to pull down –

(ii) to make out –
(iii) to run down –
(iv) to make for –

(v) to run off –
(vi) to call off –

feet – George was soon on his again.
feat – Winning the marathon was a for the one legged athlete.

wine – Sana does not like and beer.
vine – Rahul has broken the in the garden.

fell – They down from the cliff.
fail – Ram and Priya will not in this test.

plain – I'm just a old office worker.
plane – She has flown to Canada on a with him.

root – Money is the of all evil.
rout – With the of the rebels, the village was left in peace.

week – For a , her mother is not going there.
weak – Grandfather has become very .

(to deyrade) There is no need to pull down everyone.
(to from in the mind) I was unable to make out the traffic signs through the rain.
(fatigued, exhausted)After working for many days, Neha feels so run down.
(to have or produce) She is very concerned about small details that make for
comfort.
(to get rid of) Children need to run off their energy.
(to cancel) Rehan has called off the Goa trip.
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mechetCe& hee" keâe efnvoer ™heevlejCe

A Fellow Traveller
–A.G. Gardiner

2

cegPes Ùen %eele veneR efkeâ nceceW mes efkeâmeves ieeÌ[er ceW henues ØeJesMe efkeâÙee~ JeemleJe ceW cegPes efyeukegâue ceeuetce veneR Lee efkeâ Jen kegâÚ meceÙe mes
Fme ieeÌ[er ceW nw~ Ùen uebove mes efce[ueQ[ peeves Jeeueer Debeflece jsueieeÌ[er Leer– Ùen ØelÙeskeâ mšsMeve hej ®keâves Jeeueer ieeÌ[er, DelÙevle Oeerceer Ûeueves
Jeeueer ieeÌ[er Deewj Gve ieeefÌ[ÙeeW ceW mes Skeâ nw pees Deehekeâes efvelÙelee keâe yeesOe keâjeleer nw~ peye Ùen Ûeueer lees Ùen keâeheâer Yejer ngF& Leer~ hejvleg pewmes-
pewmes nce veiej kesâ yeenjer mšsMeveeW hej ®keâles ieS, Ùee$eer Skeâ-Skeâ oes-oes keâjkesâ Glejles ieS Deewj uebove keâer yeenjer meercee keâes ÚesÌ[ves kesâ meceÙe
lekeâ ceQ Dekesâuee jn ieÙee Ùee meceefPeS ceQves meesÛee efkeâ ceQ Dekesâuee ntB~

Gme ieeÌ[er ceW Dekesâues nesves mes mJeleb$elee keâe Skeâ megKeo DeeYeeme neslee nw pees jele ceW Meesj ceÛeeleer Peškesâ oskeâj efnueleer ngF& Ûeueleer nw~ Ùen
yeÌ[er megneJeveer mJeleb$elee Deewj mJeÛÚvolee nesleer nw~ Deehe pees Yeer Ûeensb keâj mekeâles nQ~ Deehe efpeleveer peesj mes Ûeensb Deheves Deehe mes yeeleW keâj
mekeâles nQ Deewj keâesF& Yeer Deehekeâer yeele veneR megve mekeâlee~ Deehe peesvme (keâeuheefvekeâ JÙeefkeäle) mes leke&â-efJeleke&â keâj mekeâles nQ Deewj Gmekesâ efJejesOeer
Øenej kesâ efyevee meheâueleehetJe&keâ Gmes Oetue Ûeše mekeâles nQ~ Deehe Deheves efmej kesâ yeue KeÌ[s nes mekeâles nw Deewj keâesF& Yeer Deehekeâes veneR osKe mekeâlee~
Deehe efyevee jeskeâ-šeskeâ Deewj yeeOee kesâ iee mekeâles nw Ùee oes keâoce veeÛe mekeâles nwb Ùee ieesuheâ ceW ieWo ceejves keâe DeYÙeeme keâj mekeâles nQ Ùee heâMe& hej
kebâÛes keâe Kesue Kesue mekeâles nw~ Deehe efkeâmeer JÙeefkeäle keâes efJejesOe keâe DeJemej efoS efyevee efKeÌ[keâer Keesue mekeâles nQ Ùee Gmes yebo keâj mekeâles nQ~
Deehe oesveeW efKeÌ[efkeâÙeeW keâes Keesue mekeâles nQ Ùee oesveeW keâes yebo keâj mekeâles nQ~ JeemleJe ceW, Deehe GvnW Keesueles Deewj yebo keâjles ngS Fme Øekeâej keâe
mJeleb$elee meceejesn cevee mekeâles nQ~ Deehe Deheveer hemebo kesâ Devegmeej ef[yyes kesâ efkeâmeer keâesves ceW yew" mekeâles nQ Deewj yeejer-yeejer mes meYeer keâe
GheÙeesie keâjkesâ osKe mekeâles nw~ Deehe ieodoeW hej hetjs hemej keâj uesš mekeâles nQ Deewj efyeÇefšMe jepÙe kesâ megj#ee DeefOeefveÙece ([er.Dees.Deej.S.) kesâ
efveÙeceeW Deewj GmeceW efveefnle YeeJe (ÜoÙe)keâes leesÌ[ves kesâ megKe keâe Deevebo ues mekeâles nQ~ Fme DeefOeefveÙece keâes Ùen ceeuetce Yeer veneR nesiee efkeâ
Gmekeâe ÜoÙe leesÌ[e pee jne nw~ Deehe Fme DeefOeefveÙece lekeâ mes yeÛe efvekeâue mekeâles nQ~


